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REVIEWS OF RECENT LITERATURE. 
ANTHROPOLOGY. 

African Skulls. 1 — ■ F. Shrubsall has had exceptional opportunities 
to study African crania, and has produced a model paper describing 
the skulls of the Bantus of South Africa. The large number of 
crania in the series, some two hundred, has enabled him to fairly 
revel in sedations and averages. How great a satisfaction it is to 
the craniologist to gain access to a large series is known only to 
those who have dealt with small numbers of specimens, " too few 
to furnish satisfactory conclusions," or "too fragmentary for definite 
results." On the other hand, the study of such a collection involves 
an immense amount of labor, some idea of which may be gained from 
the number of measurements recorded in the accompanying tables, 
which, by the way, appear to better advantage in the enlarged 
Journal of the Anthropological Institute than in the former demi- 
octavo size. The metrical method is followed in the paper, and the 
text suffices merely to interpret the figures. This we believe to be 
the most satisfactory method, though it must be admitted that the 
descriptions of the " impressionist school " of craniologists have a 
certain value. 

Mr. Shrubsall concludes that the most striking feature of the 
A-bantu crania is that they are remarkably uniform from all parts of 
the area under consideration. In the south the skulls show marks 
of intermixture with the Bushman-Hottentot race. In the east the 
cranium is also modified, and the question of mixture with Semito- 
Hamitic peoples is raised. In the northwest the presence of negroid 
characters indicates crossing with the negroes from the region north 
of the Congo. Finally, "the obvious affinities" of the Bantus "are 
with the Monbuttu of Niam-Niam, and the peoples of the Zeriba 
country, and the Welle-Nile divide." These conclusions are in 
accordance with the teachings of history and philology, p, j> w 

Ceremonial Stones. — In the Proceedings of the LiniKcan Society 
of New South Wales for December, 1898, Mr. Walter R. Harper 

1 Shrubsall, F. A Study of A-bantu Skulls and Crania, Jour. Anthrop. Ins., 
N. S., vol. i, Nos. 1, 2, pp. 55-103. 
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gives " a description of certain objects of unknown significance, 
formerly used by some New South Wales tribes." These objects 
are cigar-shaped, of stone or clay, attaining a maximum length of 
fifty-five centimeters. A number of theories have been advanced 
to account for their use, but they have not yet been satisfactorily 
identified. They are decorated with a number of "broad-arrows" 
and parallel gashes. The seven plates which accompany the article 
show that these markings are of a rude character, and that consider- 
able variation exists in form and decoration. Mr. Harper brings 
forward no decisive evidence to account for their use, but concludes 
with the statement that they are either " pounders " or " ceremonial 
stones." The latter is a convenient scrap-basket in archaeology, and 
as Mr. Harper does not prove them to be pounders, it might be well 
to classify them as ceremonial stones ; at all events, they are well 
described and figured in this paper, and others may be able to answer 
the question raised. jr_ r. 



ZOOLOGY. 



Adriatic Sponges. 1 — Dr. von Lendenfeld continues in this mono- 
graph his exhaustive description of the Adriatic sponges begun in 
189 1. 2 Like the earlier works of the series, this is divided into three 
parts. The first part contains a complete list of the literature on the 
group ; the second, a description of the Adriatic species ; the third, 
a comprehensive review of the structure and classification of the 
Clavulina in general. 

The classification adopted by von Lendenfeld in this series of 
memoirs is as follows : 

Porifera 

Class Calcarea 
Class Silicea 

Subclass Triaxonia 

Order Hexactinellida 
Order Hexaceratina 

1 Von Lendenfeld, R. Die Clavulina der Adria, Abhandl. Kais. Leopold. Carol. 
Deut. Akad. Naturf., Bd. Ixix (1898), 12 Taf., p. 251, Halle. 

2 Die Spongien der Adria, Die Kalkschwamme, Zeit. f. wiss. Zool., Bd. liii 
(1891); Die Hexaceratina, Ibid., Bd. liv (1894); Die Tetractinelliden der Adria, 
Denkschr. Kais. Akad. Wiss. Wien (math.-naturw. Classe), Bd. lxi (1894). 



